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MS. BASTEDENBECK: Today is October 15, 

2001. The time now is 655 hours. My name is 

Christine Bastedenbeck with the New York City Fire 

Department, conducting an interview with the 

following individual. 

Q. Please state your name, rank, title and 
assigned command area of the New York City Fire 
Department. 

A. My name is Peter Cachia. I'm an EMT with the 
New York City Fire Department, assigned to Battalion 4. 

Q. Also present today is -- 

A. Christopher Eccleston of the New York Fire 
Department World Trade Center Task Force. 

Q. Mr. Cachia, we would like you to relay your 
experience on the events of September 11, 2001. 

A. On September 11, 2001, I was assigned to my 
Battalion in a light duty status, secondary to an 
injury back in the past. At approximately, let's see, 
right before the first plane hit the first tower, 
myself and the two Lieutenants on duty were at the desk 
and we heard the radio transmission that a plane had 
just crashed into the World Trade Centers. 

I remember the conditions boss leaving to go 


to the scene, and the desk Lieutenant on duty was 
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basically getting things in order. People were coming 
in. He was assigning them ambulances to go to the 
scene. After a few minutes of that, the Lieutenant had 
left and he had given me the keys to the station and 
said I was to -- anybody who came into the station, I 
was to get them to the scene, give them a radio and an 
ambulance and have them go to the scene. 

About 9, 5 after 9 or 10 after 9, Lieutenant 
Amy Monroe came to the station and asked me if I could 
drive her to the scene. I advised her that I was on 
light duty. She said-- she asked me if I could drive 
and I said yes I can, as long as I didn't have to do 
any heavy lifting. She said okay. 

We then proceeded to the scene, parked the 
ambulance on Cortlandt Street and then we proceeded to 
the first triage center, which was on Church Street, 
basically in front of the Trade Center complex. 

Q. I'm going to ask you to mark on the map with 
the number 1 where you parked your vehicle. Do you 
know the vehicle number? 

A. 13. 

Q. Vehicle 13? 

A. Yes. At that time when we proceeded to the 


triage center, at this time both towers had been 
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struck. We met up with the triage Lieutenants there. 
I think Lieutenant Medjuck was on scene. Lieutenant 
D'Avila, Lieutenant Melaragno were all on scene. We 
started treating the patients as they came out. I saw 
a few of my partners that I worked with in their units 
there. They were treating patients in their 
ambulances. 

We were there maybe for about 25 minutes or 
so and that triage center had been getting a little 
crowded, so Lieutenant Monroe had asked me if there was 
another triage center. I said I think there was one on 
Liberty Street, so she had asked me to go to that 
triage center and to see if they were taking, you know, 
patients over there or if they needed help or 
anything. 

So I left her and I went to -- I was on the 
way to the second triage center when the first tower 
started coming down, which would be, I guess the south 
tower was coming down. When that started coming down, 
I basically turned around and like everyone else, I 
started running up the block, but due to my injury -- 

Q. Which way were you running, do you know? 
A. I was running -- I guess this is, let me just 


get my bearing, this would be northeast. 
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Q. On Liberty? 

A. Up Liberty. I was very close. I was like a 
little too close to the tower when it started coming 
down, because when I started running, I knew I was too 
close and I really didn't think I was going to get out 
of there. So about halfway up Liberty Street I sawa 
truck, I guess an SUV. It wasn't a police or a fire 
vehicle. It was just a car that was parked there. I 
went under the truck while the tower came down and the 
ground was shaking and the truck was shaking and I 
thought that was it for me. I thought I was done. 

I stayed under there until I guess everything 
was over. I remember opening my eyes and looking out 
and it was just pitch black. I guess after a few 
minutes after it cleared up, after I opened my eyes, I 
looked out and it was bright out again. I got from 
under the truck and I went back up Liberty, which was 
now just a pile of rubble and I went to go back to the 
triage center where I was, where we started out and 
everybody had gone from there. 

So I just continued going up Church Street 
and when I got to Church and Fulton Street, I met up 
with Lieutenant D'Avila again and he told -- said let's 


get out of here, the second one might be coming down. 
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So then we went back up Fulton Street and the second 
tower had come down, but we were far enough away from 
it, but again, like everybody else, we just ran. 

After that, I remembered running down Fulton 
Street and going into a store, seeing the cloud of dust 
going by from the second tower and then hearing it 
coming down. 

Q. At that time, were you with any other EMS 
personnel or fire personnel? 

A. No, Lieutenant D'Avila had gone one way and I 
went the other way. When I came out, I started going 
back to the scene, but now my back was just bothering 
me a lot. I turned around and I was walking towards 
Downtown Beekman Hospital. I walked towards there. As 
I was walking towards there two police officers had saw 
me and they saw that I was in pain and I could hardly 
walk and they helped me down to Beekman Hospital. 

I got to Beekman Hospital and the doctors, 
you know, they rinsed me off, because I was just 
covered in that dust. They asked me what the problem 
was. I said, you know, I have 3 herniated disks in my 
back. I'm fine. I just need to rest, just take care 
of everybody, because they were -- I mean -- they were 


overrun with patients. 
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I said just take care of everybody else. I'm 
fine. I just got to rest a little bit. So I sat down 
for a few minutes. I remember being in the hospital. 

I remember hearing somebody saying that they crashed a 
plane into the Pentagon also, so it was like just 
unbelievable what was going on. I stayed in the 
hospital for a little while. 

Then I walked back down towards South Street 
and as I was walking down South Street, I was going 
past - I forgot the name -- there is like an apartment 
complex right across from Beekman Hospital and that was 
also being set up as a triage center. As I walked past 
there, I saw Lieutenant D'Avila. He said come inside, 
just rest for a little while. So I went in there and 
sat down for a few minutes. I stayed there for a few 
minutes and as I left, I walked out and I walked back 
down to South Street and at that time I flagged down a 
police car. He had taken me back to the station, 
because I was just in too much pain where I couldn't do 
anything after that. 

So I came back to the station. I just 
basically stayed here for a little while. At the end 
of my shift at 3:00, the Lieutenant just said for me 


just to go home. I went home. I mean I didn't want 
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to, but I was basically useless, because I couldn't -- 
my back was just in severe pain. I really wasn't any 
good to anybody. There wasn't anything to do here. We 
didn't have any phones or anything to answer, no 
computer to go on. 

So that's about it. That's basically the day 
I don't think any of us will forget. Something that I 
never thought I would see in my life. Just lucky to be 
alive I guess. I guess it just wasn't my time. 

Q. Is there anything else you would like to add 
to this about the events that happened prior to 12 
noon? 

A. No, I mean it's -- I don't know. It's just 
as a service, as an EMS service, I think we were very 
lucky. From the units from this Battalion being the 
first ones down there and us not losing anybody is a 
miracle. 

Q. At any time, did you go into either one of 
the towers? 

A. No. I mean I didn't want to, I really 
didn't. I mean I don't think anybody thought they 
would come down. I don't know, just I remember getting 
there and just looking up and just seeing these two 


gaping holes in the side of these buildings. It was 
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just like watching a movie. I remember after the first 
one got hit, we all went out the door out here. 

When it came over a plane crashed into the 
Trade Center, okay, a little Cessna. We didn't know 
until we went out and we looked and we saw and we all 
said this wasn't a Cessna. I remember coming back 
here. At that time the TV still worked. We had the TV 
on channel 4 news. We were watching it. I remember 
watching the news and looking and seeing the second 
plane going into it. 

I said oh, my god. Is that the first plane 
or is that the second plane. I saw it was the second 
plane and then I remembered hearing Lieutenant D'Avila 
coming over the radio and saying Central be advised, a 
second plane just went into the second tower. We ran 
out and we saw the second plane. 

It was like watching a movie. It really 
was. Something that you never thought you would see 
and something that you never comprehend. It's just a 
day, like I said, nobody will ever forget. 

MS. BASTEDENBECK: Thank you for your time 

and your thoughts. This interview is concluded at 


706 hours. 


